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Reading Programme

Introduction of the School-based Curriculum

Aims and Objectives

The overall aim of our English curriculum is to develop an
ever-improving capability to use English as a medium to think
and communicate by strengthening students’ interpersonal skills,
knowledge of the subject and experience of other cultures.

In order to guide students to understand how English is formed
and used, we provide authentic contexts for them to acquire,
develop and apply language knowledge. Different strategies and
reforms have also been carried out over the past years to place
new emphasis on future needs to facilitate ongoing curriculum
development for more effective teaching and learning.

Our comprehensive and intensive English curriculum is
designed to arouse our students’ learning interest in English as well
as to develop a steadfast foundation of grammar and language use.
The framework of our school-based English curriculum comprises
of a set of interlocking components including subject knowledge
and skills, generic skills and positive values and attitudes.

Learning with Interest and in Context

We believe that it is important for children to learn English in
an authentic and meaningful context so that students can obtain a
better understanding on how the language is used in real-life. By
connecting students’ learning experiences to their daily life, their
language proficiency and application can be improved. Therefore,
the learning materials are designed to bring about greater personal
engagement and enjoyment. We also provide ample opportunities
for students to practice their language through in-class learning
tasks and whole-school activities, so the language practice will take
on a deeper, and more personal meaning which promises learning
efficacy.

Reading Programme

We nurture English reading in several ways. Our English
Room houses hundreds of English books for students to read at
lunch time. Students are encouraged to keep a record and write
reflections on their reading journals. We also introduce different
readers in both General English and NET lessons so as to teach
students to appreciate language art and increase their motivation
to read at junior primary level. We believe that a good read can
not only arouse learning interest, but also help students develop a
passion on the language and the ability to think critically. Various
famous readers are carefully chosen by our teachers. Collections
from well-known authors like Robert Munsch, Julia Donaldson and
Roald Dahl are among the selected readers in our curriculum.

Way Forward

In the view of the trials and opportunities arising in our city and
around the world, and for the ultimate benefit of students’ learning,
the English team will continue to build an English-rich environment
in and out of CALPS. It is no doubt that learning is now beyond the
classroom when the Internet and technology have entered schools in
the 21st century. Today, they have become an inevitable resource to
all schools. We leverage information technology to facilitate e-learning,
develop literacy skills and motivate self-directed learning to prepare
students for the challenges in the ever-evolving digital world.

We hope that our students will become independent and
motivated lifelong learners as they are guided stage by stage over
the six years at CALPS.

By Ms Lily Ho
(Panel Chairperson)
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lifelong learning.

Throughout this academic year, effort was made to bring the classroom into homes. NETs regularized the lessons
by coordinating on the Google classroom. This year has been pivotal in making our young learners open up to these
various learning experiences. Besides the regular Zoom sessions, multiple reader-based booklets, worksheets and tasks
were designed. To enable student-directed learning, worksheets had QR codes for independent learni

We used the technology at hand thanks to the support of all the parents. We also
had regular English Days albeit the online mode. Our students have adapted well
to the flipped classroom and we hope to use technology regularly to enhance

students’ contributions in the future.

By MsBinnie Patcha
(Native English Teacher)

- | Language Arts is a vital area in the education curriculum in which a range
b" -:: sx — of skills are taught to students for them to become proficient in using the
[ S language. It provides the student with a foundation for communication and

Through rhythm, rhyme, dialogues, gestures, actions, songs, and
formulating opinions about the characters, our students built up curiosity, recall
skills, made meaningful predictions, deciphered elements of characterization, plot development, similes, metaphors and
inferential meanings in texts. Students engaged in near authentic and relevant literacy exercises creatively.

|_5:‘
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Reflection on

Our school took on the Seed Project in collaboration with the EDB to provide an impetus for school-
based curriculum development. This endeavor was an attempt to enhance development of students’
literacy skills through holistic curriculum planning at KS2 focusing on the writing skills. Our teachers put in
commendable efforts to design materials in keeping up with the times using a good balance of traditional
and technological resources.

The Seed Project was implemented in two phases. During the first phase, students approached their
task apprehensively but with the inclusion of videos (interesting, funny and informative), interesting blogs,
etc., the sentence structures, phrases and expressions were transferred authentically into their writings.
During the second phase, students used the reading materials as a foundation for their writings. Their
attitude towards writing in English took a positive turn as they used the reading passages as stepping
stones to achieve their writing goals.

Besides improving students’ writing skills, this projict also provided our students with a better attitude
and confidence in their writing.

By Mr Gordon Wong
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s“ldenl S sna"ng Teachers’ efforts are highly appreciated!

Chan Wan Chi, Rachel (5 Faith) n

| can learn more about festivals in different
countries by reading the book ‘Let’s
celebrate!’. | enjoyed doing the project

on Dragon Boat Festival because

| have watched a dragon boat race
before. It was really exciting!

Chan Nok Ching, Ivana (5 Hope)

| love doing both of the P.5 projects. | learnt a
lot about transportation and festivals in different
countries. | still remembered one of the .= =
activities about Cinco De Mayo in Mexico. | -~ il
We hit a pifiata which contained lots of { !

candies inside with a rod. It was great 4'
fun! | also like writing about my favourite |

A y transport. .
Rachell especially, enjoyed
the project on Dragon Boat Ivana loved both of
Festival her projects!
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To generate synergy with our English curriculum, we complement
our lessons with a myriad of fun activities to further foster and bolster
students’ interest in utilizing the language through play.

Lunch Activities in the English Room

We believe building students’ confidence in English is a steady
and continuous process. Thus, to expand their opportunities in using
English in an authentic and meaningful way, we opened the English
Room during lunch recess. With a different theme each week, we
levelled the activities to appeal to different grade levels as they attend
on their designated days. Our students enjoyed watching movies,
Eelzzlr;?oﬁgasr%r?:g:ida;ig;o;grgfmes’ reading books, listening to Student helpers hosting games for younger students tolplay:

English Speaking Days (Interactive) and Spell Well Programme (Worksheet-based)

Every month, we hold the English Speaking Days and the Spell Well Programme with specific = **
themes to broaden students’ knowledge and utilization of thematic vocabulary. By using the Self 1
Learning Booklet and the Spell Well worksheets, students then participate in the activities held during
lunch recess by the English teachers and English Ambassadors. This gives our students the chance

to use English in a near authentic _E___.? _ —

| s
Py

manner with regards to the theme,
consolidating the knowledge
through play. A new addition this
year is the promotional videos
in which our students lend their
voices for the voiceovers. This
has been very well received by
all students and many are excited
to partake in upcoming ones. We
are happy to see our students’
demonstration of their creativity in
utilizing technology.

English Ambassadors and teachers wearing Santa hats for
the Christmas-themed English Speaking Day!

After-School Training: Carmel Super Scholars and English Ambassadors

Carmel Super Scholars

Our Carmel Super Scholars is a school team catered towards
P.2-4 students with an interest in English. We hope to develop
not only their interest, but also competency in English through a
balance of writing and speaking activities. Our students are very
enthusiastic and eager to use the chance to demonstrate and
improve their English through activities and games across poetry
writing, Drawasaurus, radio drama and more!

English Ambassadors

Our English Ambassadors, a well-trained school service
team, carried out various English activities on English Speaking
Days and during lunch activities in the English Room. Our
students do treasure the chance to talk to one another and gain
confidence in communicating in English with teachers and ICS
(International Christian School) student helpers. Last year, we
shared our favourite songs and movies, solved riddles, learnt
some fun facts about animals, debated with one another, had an
online talent show, and so on. The pandemic could definitely not

E h E stop us from having fun or passion in learning English!

We love Carmel Super Scholars

Competitions
— Some students of Carmel Super Scholars took up the challenge and participated in the 12th
E - Radio Drama Competition for Schools. It was their first taste of radio drama, but our students
(4 tackled the challenge head on. They joined a radio drama workshop through Zoom, received

Scan the QR code to listen to our guidance from teachers, and rehearsed and recorded their lines at home. Both our teams went into
winning radio drama masterpiece the finals, and one of our teams even got the Merit Award! Currently, our students are hard at work
preparing for the 6th Story Writing Competition held by The Standard.



As for our English Ambassadors, this year they
are participating mainly in two competitions. One of
them is SOW (English Sayings of Wisdom) Creative
Writing Competition organized by EDB (Education
Bureau) and we are still awaiting the announcement
of the results! Another competition is Posties English
Speech Contest (News Reporting for P.5-6) held
by SCMP'(South China Morning Post). Two of our {
representatives had to write a news report based
on a topic— The impact of COVID-19 on student
life. Then they had to present their news report like

a reporter on screen in front of an audience. How Talent show done online

challenging it was! But they did it!

By Miss Ashley Lau
and Miss Chow

This year, | joined the Speech Festival and the speech
contest about COVID-19 organised by SCMP. | had
practiced over 10 times and | worked very hard.
Finally, I got first place in the Speech
Festival. As for the speech contest
about COVID-19, | composed a script
and | had to recite it. | spent a
lot of time on that too! In my
secondary school life, | hope
| can try some more speaking
competitions.

By Tristan Tsang Yik Yiu
\ Tristan and Mr Leung

Learning in the ‘New Normal’

The year of 2019-2020 has been an unprecedented year
bringing in the ‘new normal’ of online teaching as an alternative to
classroom lessons. Though COVID-19 will end someday, online
learning will probably stay as an important and common practice of
our students’ education in the foreseeable future.

Online Activities
Online learning tools help teachers

m make lesson interactive whether in a face-
n—=—=l=:| to-face or virtual classroom. After the

pandemic outbreak, we conducted online
lessons on ZOOM with adapted learning
materials and strategies. In order to make
every lesson interactive, various e-learning
tools were tested and used. Nearpod was
one of the most frequently used platform
for online teaching. Students could access
a teacher’s presentation through a code
and avail of different media activities.
Teachers found it easy to use whereas
students were attracted by the in-built learning activities such as
Polls, Collaborate Boards, game-based quizzes, etc. The option
of teacher led or student-paced mode allowed differentiation and

Students eV\Joged
interactive games on
Zoom

Students shared their work online and give comments to one
another

oo A r.r I l
B L g-ﬂ m ke E

Ms Chow and Kylr

P.5 students work together to design a
farewell card for the P.6 graduation class.

It was indeed very challenging for me to take part\
in this speech contest. First, | had to write a news report
on the impact of Covid-19. Then | worked very hard to
recite all the script. It is worth participating in this contest
because | learnt to speak in front of crowd i
with eye-contact, gestures and various voice
intonation. It really enhanced my confidence
and courage in public speaking. | especially i

feel thankful for the teachers and the
school. They gave me this valuable
chance to join this competition with lots

& of support and encouragement. | want to

take part in this kind of competition again i

next year!

By Kyle Liu Chi Fung)

created opportunities for student-directed learning. This mode
is also perfect for homework tasks, allowing students the time
to understand and do their assignments as well as pre-lesson
preparation.

Collaborative learning - Online Sharing

Peer-to-peer learning has long proved to be an effective way of |
motivating one’s learning. Therefore, one of the challenges we had |
last year was collaborative learning in a social distanced classroom. |

In order to provide opportunities for students to share their
ideas with others in or outside the classroom, Padlet and Google
Classroom were used. Students could create and share an online
post quickly and easily. They uploaded their work in the form
of photos, audio recordings and received feedback from their
classmates. These online learning platforms can be accessed
through mobile devices or computers where ideas can be shared
instantly and students can collaborate simultaneously. Despite the
restrictions of COVID measures, the craving for interaction was
more than ever. We are glad that with the help of different e-learning
tools, peer interaction and appreciation is still maintained and
encouraged in a virtual classroom.

By Ms Lily Ho
Sharing of Amy Chong Ching Lam (5 Hope)

| think using iPad can help me learn better in .
English. We usually play interactive games with 1
Nearpod during lessons. We practise more about
grammar, vocabulary and reading comprehension
and so on. | have a better understanding and
impression on different topics. Overall

speaking, | think using iPad in the
© lesson is quite fun!
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